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Learning Objectives
• To provide an update on current research related to practice issues related to 

children, youth and young adults with FASD who have died or had serious injuries 
while engaged with child welfare, or within two years of receiving services

• To identify child, youth and adult deaths and serious injuries as reported by Child 
Advocates across Canada, primarily Alberta

• To identify child, youth and adult deaths across Australia where FASD is a concern

• To develop an understanding of the distinct risks for children and youth with FASD in 
the care of the child welfare system

• To develop a broad understanding of relevant policies of current issues in relation to 
child advocacy for individuals with FASD

• To consider what needs to change



Caution – Sensitive Material
• This research was conducted and includes vulnerable 

children, youth and adults with diagnosed or possible 
FASD involved in child welfare and related systems where 
FASD is a risk factor 

• This research presents publicly available data as reported 
by Child and Youth Advocates from across Canada and 
from Australia where deaths and serious injuries of 
children and youth and adults where FASD is identified

• It is noted that data on this subject is not consistently 
shared or reported across Canada or Australia

• Please talk with someone if you need to debrief this 
presentation



Children, adolescents and young adults with 
FASD and the child welfare system

Adolescents and young adults are a key 
population in the child welfare system

The role of the child welfare system is to 
protect children and youth and to promote 
well being of this population.

It is well established globally that outcomes 
for children and youth in care are often poor 
in comparison to the general population.

• Children and youth in care can 
experience child abuse and 
neglect early in life among other 
adverse life experiences

• Individuals with FASD and their 
families often seek services from 
child welfare or receive 
mandated services

• Systems include health, 
disability supports, education, 
justice, mental health and child 
welfare



Key Terms
• Office of the Child and Youth Advocate – OCYA

• FASD Diagnosed: A clear FASD diagnosis is documented in the report

• FASD Possible: Sound indicators of prenatal alcohol exposure. In some cases, referrals for 
FASD assessment had been made but not completed due to child/youth death

• For example, in the report on Kathleen (15) it was noted she was referred for FASD 
assessment that did not occur before she passed away from a drug overdose. 

• For Eliza (19 months) it was disclosed by the mother that she used alcohol and marijuana 
until the last 3 months of her pregnancy. Mother continued to use drugs and while sharing a 
bedroom with her child in a relative carer home, Eliza accessed toxic drugs and died as a 
result.

• PCHaD – Protection of Children Abusing Drugs



Australia and FASD 
• Canada & Australia have a parallel history of 

colonisation including the Residential Schools & 
the Stolen Generations

• Similar overrepresentation of Indigenous children 
in care exists in both countries

• Suicide deaths among young people in Australia up 
to 24 years is 22% in comparison to 16.8% for Non-
Indigenous*

• Documentation on deaths of children, youth and 
adults with FASD in Australia is not consistently 
reported

• Publicly available data has reported on a number of 
high-profile deaths of children, youth and young 
adults with FASD

• Limited opportunity exists for FASD diagnosis in 
comparison to Canada and possible FASD is often 
presented in high profile cases

• *Source:.aihw.gov.au/suicide-self harm-monitoring/data/populations-
age-groups/suicide-indigenous-Australians



High Profile Death Cases in Australia – 2013-2021

Case Name Case Outcome

Inquest into the 13 Deaths of Children and 
Young Persons in the Kimberley Region (2019)

Coroner’s report recognized that while FASD was not diagnosed it was 
considered to be a mitigating factor in the suicide deaths in the Kimberley’s
Coroner’s inquest makes specific recommendations for FASD training, 
targeted FASD screening and diagnosis – Publication: Fogliani, R. V. C. (2019 
February 7). Inquest into the 13 deaths of children and young persons in the 
Kimberley region. Coroner’s Court of Western Australia.
Publication:  https://www.coronerscourt.wa.gov.au/_files/inquest-2019/13-
Children-and-Young-Persons-in-the-Kimberley-Region-Finding.pdf

Ms. Joyce Clark (2019) Death of Ms. Joyce Clark on September 17, 2019, when police responded to 
mental health call from her family. 
Publication: News Media - https://www.watoday.com.au/national/western-
australia/wa-police-officer-charged-with-the-murder-of-joyce-clarke-enters-
not-guilty-plea-20200601-p54yhi.html?js-chunk-not-found-refresh=true

Newman Case (2021) Death of partner and mother of two young children in 2020. 17-year-old with 
possible FASD sentenced to 8 years in prison for murder
Publication:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-12/teen-sentenced-to-minimum-
three-years-over-wheelie-bin-murder/13148560

https://www.coronerscourt.wa.gov.au/_files/inquest-2019/13-Children-and-Young-Persons-in-the-Kimberley-Region-Finding.pdf
https://www.coronerscourt.wa.gov.au/_files/inquest-2019/13-Children-and-Young-Persons-in-the-Kimberley-Region-Finding.pdf
https://www.watoday.com.au/national/western-australia/wa-police-officer-charged-with-the-murder-of-joyce-clarke-enters-not-guilty-plea-20200601-p54yhi.html?js-chunk-not-found-refresh=true
https://www.watoday.com.au/national/western-australia/wa-police-officer-charged-with-the-murder-of-joyce-clarke-enters-not-guilty-plea-20200601-p54yhi.html?js-chunk-not-found-refresh=true
https://www.watoday.com.au/national/western-australia/wa-police-officer-charged-with-the-murder-of-joyce-clarke-enters-not-guilty-plea-20200601-p54yhi.html?js-chunk-not-found-refresh=true
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-12/teen-sentenced-to-minimum-three-years-over-wheelie-bin-murder/13148560
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-12/teen-sentenced-to-minimum-three-years-over-wheelie-bin-murder/13148560


The Fogliani Report 2019 



Reports 
from the 
Office of the 
Child and 
Youth 
Advocate 
Alberta

• Reports on child deaths and serious injuries of 
children and youth involved in the child welfare 
system in Alberta are publicly reported by the 
OCYA

• An intensive review is undertaken each time a 
child involved in the child intervention system 
occurs through the OCYA

• This level of transparency is critical in order to 
identify that the lives of these children, youth 
and their families matter and that it is critical to 
learn from their experiences. 

• All data reported here is publicly available



Child and youth advocates in Canada

Play a key role in highlighting problems for children and 
youth with FASD engaged in the child welfare systems

Youth with FASD often “crossover” between the child 
welfare and justice systems

Child advocates often document the deaths of 
children with FASD in the child welfare system of 
Canada



What exists in Canada to address the care needs of 
children and youth?

A national review of each province and territory and 
relevant child welfare legislation was reviewed as well 
as any reports relevant to FASD across Canada

Reports from Child Advocates across Canada often 
identify the challenges children, youth and adults with 
FASD face in the child welfare system and in 
transitioning to adulthood



Challenges 
for youth 
with FASD 
in the child 
welfare 
system

Service providers may not be disability informed and 
have no knowledge of FASD

Given children and youth with FASD are more likely to 
intersect with the child welfare system a lack of 
knowledge of FASD is a risk

Children and youth with disabilities are at higher risk of 
abuse than other children

Children and youth with disabilities are at greater 
vulnerability to the impacts of adversity

Meeting the complex and varied needs of child and 
youth with FASD is a challenge for the child welfare 
system 



Overview 
of Child 
Advocate 
Reports

These reports identifies significant concerns about the 
safety and well being of children and youth with FASD

The reports of the Office of the Child and Youth 
Advocate offer an important signal about the need to be 
concerned for the safety and well being of children and 
youth with FASD in care

The OCYA in Alberta has continued to report on all serious 
injuries and deaths of children involved in the child welfare 
system in Alberta

These reports offer critical insights into system issues, 
gaps and concerns



Methodology: Case File and Narrative Review

• Since the outset of this project, we sought to document evidence of FASD cases 
as noted in child death reports related to the delivery of child welfare services 
across Canada

• Each time a report was discovered it was reviewed for evidence of FASD either 
diagnosed or possible

• A case file and narrative review was undertaken for each report reviewed by Child 
Advocates in Canada and is documented in the findings

•  A total of 307 child welfare related Canadian reports were reviewed spanning a 
26-year period from 2009-2025

• In the 307 reports, 71 FASD cases were identified, and an additional 29 possible 
(with strong evidence) FASD cases were identified for a total of 90 cases. A 
cursory analysis that close to 30% of child welfare death cases involve children, 
youth and young adults with FASD



Research Activities
• Phase 1 research in 2017 – rapid evidence assessment of best practice literature on the care of infants 

with prenatal substance exposure in foster care by Dr. Lenora Marcellus, University of Victoria [2009-
2019]

• Phase 2 research in 2017 – scoping literature review of care of children and youth with prenatal 
substance exposure in child welfare [2009-2019]

• Phase 3 – Publications  – Reporting and Publication of Research article of all Child & Youth Advocate 
reports across Canada in 2022 

• Badry, D., Marcellus, L., & Choate, P. (2022). An Intersectionality-Based Policy Analysis of Canadian Child 
Advocate Reviews of Infants, Children and Youth with Prenatal Substance Exposure and Fetal Alcohol 
Spectrum Disorder in Child Welfare Care. Journal of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, 4(SP1), e91-e115.

• Phase 4 – Review of 2019-2023 Reports – March 2024

• Phase 5 – Review of 2023-2024 Alberta OCYA Reports released April 9, 2024

• Phase 6 – Review of the 2024-2025 OCYA Reports Released, Inclusion of Australian portrait of High-Profile 
Death and Justice cases related to FASD



Reports from the Office 
of the Child & Youth 
Advocate (OCYA) in 
Alberta (2023-2024) on 
deaths and serious 
injuries of children 
involved with Children’s 
Services were analyzed 
for evidence of FASD
 

• D-FASD –Diagnosis FASD

• A diagnosis of FASD is confirmed

• Children and youth often had several other 
diagnoses and co-morbidities including:

• ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, 
ODD (Oppositional Defiant Disorder), RAD 
(Reactive Attachment Disorder, PTSD (Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder, severe behavioral 
and emotional disability, global developmental 
delays, anxiety disorder, speech and language 
delays, psychosis, eating disorder, conduct 
disorder, depression, substance use disorder, 
panic disorder, adjustment disorder



Reports from the Office of the Child & Youth Advocate (OCYA) in Alberta (2023-
2024) on deaths and serious injuries of children involved with Children’s Services 

were analyzed for evidence of FASD
 

• Possible FASD  - FASD is possible based on 
history. There were children and youth included 
in these reports where FASD was likely but not 
yet diagnosed. Some children in the reports 
were very young and assessment for FASD not 
possible, but strong indicators of prenatal 
substance exposure 

• How was this ascertained?
• Generally, there was clear identification of the 

mother having substance use disorder and CS 
became involved early on. For example, it was 
identified in several reports that the mother had 
limited prenatal care and was reported to  be 
using substances leading to child welfare 
involvement 



OCYA Reports from April 2024-February 2025
FASD Diagnosed (13)

• 15-year-old Ashton; 17-year-old Gianna 

• 19-year-old Kelly; 19-year-old Diego  

• 20-year-old Timothy;18-year-old Derek  

• 15-year-old Jett; 19-year-old Alicia  

• 20-year-old Stephanie; 19-year-old Hugh   

• 18-year-old Ashlyn; 15-yr-old Riley

• 21 year old Madison – serious injury

FASD Possible (11)

• 21-year-old Aiyanna; 6-year-old Finn 

• 15-year-old Kathleen;15-year-old Melody

• 18-year-old Hannah; 19-month-old Eliza

• 19-year-old Gavin; 19-year-old Xavier

• 19-year-old Jeremy; 23-year-old Trudie

• 14 month old Alyssa – serious injury



Case Profile – Jeremy (Possible FASD) – Found deceased in 
an encampment from drug overdose at age 19

• Child Intervention became involved with 
Jeremy shortly after his birth and by six years 
old, he had been apprehended five times and 
was the subject of two separate Permanent 
Guardianship Orders (PGO).

• A clear disclosure of alcohol use during 
pregnancy was made by the mother and she 
requested an assessment of Jeremy to the 
caseworkers who recommended an FASD 
assessment

• Parents continued substance use and 
problems with this were noted throughout 
Jeremy’s life and in relation to ongoing contact 
with his family. 

• Jeremy returned home at different points in his 
life and from age 14-19 numerous complaints 
were made regarding parental substance use 
and ongoing violence

• At 14 Jeremy started to use substances and at 16 
first criminal charge for assault

• Psychoeducational assessment at age 12 
revealed significant developmental delays in all 
areas. Recommended assessments for 
speech/language, neuropsychological and FASD 
never occurred

• At age 6 Jeremy became involved with his 13 
caseworker and by the time of his death had 
experienced 40 caseworker changes and 10 
school moves. Jeremy experienced chronic 
instability with over 20 placements

• Jeremy’s parents were evicted, and he had 
nowhere to go.  Jeremy was living with his 
parents in an encampment, his status with Child 
Intervention in the Transition to Adulthood 
program ended with little follow-up 



Case Profile – 17-year-old Gianna (FASD Diagnosed) 
Death Case from Toxic Drug Overdose 

• Born with an infectious disease and 
treated immediately, mother found it 
difficult to care and at 9 mos. maternal 
GM became primary caregiver. Went back 
to mom at age 2 but neglect a problem 
due to mother’s substance use.

• Serious injury at age 15 due to over-the-
counter drug overdose and hospitalized. 
Had overdoses at age 16. Serious injury 
and hospitalized for severe burns in a tent 
fire while living in an encampment, was 
being sexually exploited and in poor 
health.

• Many legal statuses:

• Apprehended at age 3 – Supervision 
Order, kinship care placement with 
relatives, at age 4 apprehended and 
Temporary Guardianship Order (TGO). 
Relative obtained guardianship at age 6 
and little info for 6 years. At age 14 
became TGO. Became PGO at age 15.  
Confined under PCHAD at 16, Probation 

• 2 months after 17th birthday she was 
found unresponsive in the community and 
died from toxic fentanyl and 
methamphetamine use order for physical 
assault 





What did we learn specifically from this research in relation to 
children & youth with FASD and PSE in child death reviews?

• Children and youth with FASD are heavily involved in the child welfare system 

• Often overrepresented yet unrecognized in the child welfare system 

• FASD not well understood as a disability 

• Child welfare workers are not trained in FASD or disability 

• Alcohol use disorders are strongly connected to trauma history in parents, 
psychiatric problems and other adversities 

• Parental substance misuse puts children and youth at risk on multiple levels 

• FASD is a distinct disability that contributes to unique risks and vulnerabilities 
for children and youth



What is working?

• The Alberta Office of the Child & Youth Advocate consistently 
reports and make recommendations and published statistics on 
Child Deaths as does the Government of Alberta: Child & Family 
Services

• The Canadian Council of Child & Youth Advocates “hold their 
governments to account for the services provided to children and 
youth, to uphold their rights under the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, and to do so in accordance with their 
provincial legislation.”

• Source: https://www.cccya.ca

https://www.cccya.ca/


Key Challenges in FASD Research in 
Child Welfare Jurisdictions in Canada

• There is no consistent mechanism across Canada for reporting deaths 
of children in care

• Finding reports on child death and FASD in Canada reflects that there is 
inconsistency in the ways in which this information is reported

• It is impossible to accurately report on the experiences of children 
and youth with FASD in the child welfare system outside of limited 
publicly available data as no consistent reporting format exists

• WHAT IS REFLECTED IN THIS RESEARCH IS THE TIP OF THE 
ICEBERG IN RELATION TO THE RISKS AND VULNERABILITIES OF 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH WITH FASD IN THE CHILD WELFARE 
SYSTEM



In summary
• The need exists to report this data as the distinct risks for children with FASD 

must be identified in systems of care
• It is critical and essential to offer best practice and a model of protective 

casework that is disability informed for individuals with FASD in the child 
welfare system.

• Child welfare workers should be required to undertake mandatory 
training in managing disability 

• The risks to individuals must be mitigated by FASD awareness, training for all 
child protection workers and recommendations for change must be reviewed 
and implemented

• This research shares the stories of individuals whose lives were important, 
whose families grieved their losses and their lives mattered. 

• We need to remember all these children and learn from their life stories, their 
experiences and their deaths in order to change the system
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Thank you. For further information contact: badry@ucalgary.ca
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